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In a few minutes after, the chemicals, combined with
colouring matter, subside, and the oil, colourless as the
purest tallow, rises to the surface. It is then ready for
the soap or candle maker.

When the " chrome process," as it is familiarly called
by the trade, was first discovered, bichromate of potash
was worth about Is. 8d. per Ib. Its recovery after use,
therefore, "was a matter of considerable importance, from an
economical point of view. This was subsequently effected
as follows: Eecently slaked lime was made into a thin
paste of the consistence of cream, and this was added to
the green liquor, resulting from the bleaching process,
until all the chrome was deposited. This was afterwards
well washed, dried, and subjected to a red heat on an iron
slab until it assumed the bright yellow colour of chromate
of lime. This chromate of lime was then again used in
bleaching palm oil, about 60 Ibs. being employed for each
tun of oil, with the addition of muriatic acid; and thus
the bleaching of oil and recovery of chrome are con-
ducted with economy and incalculable advantage to the
manufacturer.

Besides the rapidity and certainty of the process,
bleaching .by chromic acid was found to be perfect as far
as regards eliminating the colouring matter of the oil; for
when the process was properly conducted, the colour did
not in the least degree return when the bleached oil came
in contact with the caustic ley in the soap-copper. This
important feature in the process at once secured for it the
approval and adoption of the whole trade in the Unite/'
Kingdom.